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THE  SURNAME  L!AC  ISAAC 


cy 


13 13  SIKIAME  VAC  ISAAC  ' 


1K76418 


A  GBIEALOGICAL  .41®  HISTORICAL  OUTIINE, 


Some  person,  bearing  thi3  surname,  may  bo  interested  in  his  narao,  its  origin  and 
history. 

There  is  little  about  the  nnrao  in  American  libraries.  I  have  compiled  available 
material  in  tho  following  notos  -  for  convenience, 

Mr,  George  F ,  Black,  Ph,  I),,  of  Iyndhurct,  N.  J,  is  considorod  a  loading  authority 
on  Highland  matters,  living  in  tho  States,'  His  notos  on  the  surnamo  follovr,  AJJL 
history  suffered  beforo  the  time  of  Herder,  and  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  tho 
elan  history  of  Sootland  suffered  too,  Up,  Black  say3  that-  "it  is  <dn  unploasant 
task  to  destroy  cherished  traditions  relating  to  porsons  and  things,  but  in  tho 
ii.torost  of  historical  accuracy  it  is  one  that  ought  to  be  undertaken,  however 
distasteful  it  my  bo,"  Kis  studies  aro  based  on  the  monastic  chronicles,  Public 
records  and  other  standard  works.  Dr,  Black  lots  tho  record  (primary  sourcos) 
speak  for  itself l  Tills  much  is  certain  knowledge,  Tho  rost  is  traditional. 

Records  of  tho  nano  aro  kopt  at  the  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  Black 
iiscouragos  further  research  as  useless,  "Occasional  Maolsaacs  are  mentioned  as 
char tor  witnesses,  but  their  connection  with  oach  other  (if  any)  is  unknown, 
fhoy  never  occupied  a  prominent  plaoo  in  local  history  and  henco  their  name  appoas 
but  rarely  in  tho  rocord,"  He  centributos  articles  on  Gian  history  and  Gaelic 
sumamos  to  tho  "Oban  Tinos,"  nouspapor  of  Oban,  Argyll,  Scotland,  It  is  logical 
to  suppose  that  sooner  or  later  ho  will  publish  this  new  piece  of  work  in  its 
columns, 

Ihcro  aro  two  Scotch  books,  found  in  most  large  libraries* 

"Olans,  Septs  and  Regiments  of  the  Scottish  Highlands"  by  Frank  Adam, 
"lvjyth,  Tradition  and  Story  from  Western  Argyll"  by  K#  W,  Grant, 

They  both  have  material  on  the  Sept-I.hc  Isaac ,  Adam  is  fairly  good  but  he  gives 
no  authority  for  his  statements.  Black,  in  his  notes,  has  verified  Adam  on  the 
fchclsaa.cs  for  us  from  official  records.  In  Nova  Scotia,  "Tho  History  of  Inverness 
County"  by  J,  L,  McDougall  has  something  to  say  on  the  Kacl3aacs  of  Scotland  (West- 
em  Highlands)  and  Canada’ (Nova  Scotia),  These  notes  from  McDougall  are  copied 
from  the  notes  of  Dr,  J,  L,  Maclsaac  of  Antigonish,  N,  S,  -"the  Doctor  of  Anti- 
gonish," 

Father  Rankin* s  "History  of  Antigonish"  speaks  of  tho  families,  bearing  the  sur¬ 
name,  from  that  county '  of  Nova  Scotia,  Ihey  are  found  in  other  counties,  e,g* 
Inverness,  Guysborough,  etc, 

'these  notes  contain  basic  material,  etc,  by  Dr,  G,  F,  Black-plus- 

1- Excerpt  from  Adan*s  book,  third  edition, 

2- Exccrpt  from  Grant’s  book,  1925- Oban, 

3- Exccrpt  from  McDougall* s  work  (N,S,) 

4- Summary  of  Dates  Sc  Miscellaneous  Notes  of  Compiler, 

5- Bibliography  (general  and  special) 

6- Tho  True  Story  of  "Tho  Heart  of  Robert  Bruce, "-Dr,  Black 


ADDENDUM 

Immediate  Family  History  (Doctor’s  Brook,  N«S« ) 


Iyndliurst,  N,  J, 
l-Fobruary-1937 


Dear  Sir: 

I  incloso  notes  of  all  of  importance  in  tho  published  records  of  Scotland,  dealing 
with  tho  aurnamc-lhclsaac#  Iho  rarity  of  references  to  tho  name  id  duo  to  tho  sub¬ 
ordinate  position  fchclsaacs  held  in  Argyllshire, 

Yours  sine eroly , 

George  F  •  Black 


N,B,— "Tho  Scholar's  scorching  Vaftor  truth  afflicts  him  with  a  kind  of  incredulity, 
a  diminution  for  virtue's  sake ,  as  the  old  historians,  for  glory ' s  sake,  affected  a 
magnanimity  of  belief  that  lot^  to  a  fabulous  cxiggerot  ion, "-Ainklo ter , 


f'  a 


c-rs  surname  mac  Isaac 

by  ‘  . 

Goo.  F.  Black,  Pk.  D, 


rrwjn  Th0  personal  none  Isaac  was  not  an  uncommon  one  in  Scotland  from  tho  twol- 

MTo  -t^  e^y  fiftoontk  contrary,  and  later  it  occurs  several  times  in  record  ^ 

TeZly  all  tho  earliest  references  to  the  personal  nano  snow  it  to 

’iavo  been  borne  by  ecclesiastics.  Isaac  was  Prior  of  the  Abboy^oi  Scono  (1154-6. ), 
navo  ui.ou  j  •  „  ^  Q4.  ( 12OI )  *  Isaac,  son  of  Samuel, 

Q+n-r-  TqflfiC  V7SS  a  ClOl’lC  Of  St.  AnOTCWS  rTlOiy  t  .» 

was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  tho  Gift  by  Walter,  son  of  AlD“»  ' t°  ' ^tho0' 

(c. 1214) I  and  Ihomas  Esok  was  a  canon  of  tho  church  of  Argyll  ml-.  „  1 
Middle  Ages  this  none  and  others  of  0.  T.  origin  were  not  confined  to  Jews,  bu, 
wore  common  to  Scots  and  English  in  whoso  veins  not  a  drop  of  Jewish  blood  flowed. 
Some  of  these  names  wore  takon  directly  from  the  Bible  and  some  koto  Reduced 
by  the  Normans.  Isaac  was  a  favourite  none  in  tho  Greek  Chuich.  (Tho  First  of 
tho  Olan  Buchanan  was  one  Absalom,  cleric  and  official  to  tho  Earl  of  Iennox.) 

For dun'  tho  historian,  who  records  the  marriage  of  Mathilda  the  daughter  of  Bruce, 
l?th^qJdem  armiger  iomine  Thomao  Isaac"  appears  to  hint  that  there  was  something 
about  the  marriage  which  did  not  moot  with  approval  at  the  time  it  took  place. 
Perhaps  it  Zs  £  early  parallel  to  Edward  Ylll.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  with  the  status _ 
of  tho  principals  rovorsedt  Fordun  seys  (lib.  ix,c.2)  "Of  Matilda  I  choose 
'll  together  si lent I  for  she  did  nothing  which  dcsorves  to  bo  mentioned.  Ora.xfurd, 
S  Old  Poorajo  Site?,  with  tho  intention  of  concealing  the  marriagoof  a  daughter 
S  Bruce  ?Uh  one  of  inferior  station,  suppressed  tho  words  "a  certain  esqurro" 
(quidem  armiger)  and  changed  Thomas  Isaac  into  Ihomas  do  Ysack,  as  if  Ysack  was 
tho  name  of  his  lands! 


This  Isaac  had  no  connection  with  the  nano  Ifeolsaao. 


Nota: 


a-Isaac  (Hebrew  -"in  a  few  places")  -popularly  — "laughter." 
b-St.  Kessock-ono  of  the  early  Scottish  Saints. 


MAC  ISAAC .  Adam  (Clans',  Sorts,  and  Regiments  of  tho  Scottish_  Highland^ragQ^  ^ 
sayst^e  MacIsaacT^ro'1  of  f  3'hoots~~of~asept  of  Clanranald,  bluing  tne  same  name, 
aM  that  one  of  them  migrated  to  the  territory  of  the  Campbells  of  Craignish  in 
tho  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  There  is  no  evidence  in  support  of  tho 
first  statement,  and  the  entries  following  show  that  Madsaacs  were  in  Craignish 
about  250  years  earlier  than  Adorn  says. 

Tho  references  to  this  name  in  Scottish  records  arc  few  and  scattered,  rendering 
it  impossible  to  give  it  a  connected  and  consecutivo  history. 

The  first  authentic  record  of  the  nano  Miolsaac  appears  to  be  in  1231,  when 
Gillandes  (i.e.,  Gi llenders)  Macysac  appears  as  one  of  the  witnesses  to. a  gra-. 
by  William  Byseth  of  the  church  of  Aberterth  (now  Abertarf )  oo  the  Priory  of 
Bcauly  and  the  brethem  serving  there  (Charters  of  the  Priory  of  Boa.j&u. P^)  • 

The  noxt  reference  to  the  nano  appears  to  bo  in  1296  when  Hicol  Moh-.h-sshapp-, 
thought  to  be  an 'attempt  at  a  spelling  of  J&clsaae,  rendered  homage  to  Edward  1. 
at  Berwick  (Bain,  Calendar  cf  Documents  Relating  to__Sco  Hand,  ii«P*l  , 

Support  for  this  belief  is  found  in  the  fact  that  Dugald  Grcgyns  (-Craignish) 
rSdered  homage  at  the  same  tine.  (It  may  bo  mentioned  that  the  Noman-,  reach 
clerks  who  recorded  the  acts  of  homage  have  made  a  inghtful  mess  of  many  o 
Scottish  names  recorded.)  *  Johannes  Mac  ysaao  is  one  of  the  witnesses  to  a  ch^  * 
by  Donald’,  Earl' of  Lennox',  to  his  kinsman  Arthur  Campbell  in  or  before  13o4 
land  Payors I  iv.p.lo)!  and  John  Makysaao,  perhaps  the  same  person,  was  witness  t 

Earl  of; Lennox,  in  1395  (Cartulnrium  Conitatus  de  I^von^p.79) 
Esaig  M*  Thome  V'Esaig  (Isaac,  son  of  Thomas,  son  of  Isaac)  w  i t no s se  Ta “ 
the  lands  of  Cragincho  (Craignish)  to  Archibald,  J^arl  of  Argyll,  m  1^0  (&>G  r-x- 
Parochialcs  Scotiae,  ii.p.97).  In  1544  Dugald  CampbeH^XIV.  of  Crai^ish  gran.ed^ 
a^oram5  sVion*'of  sorgeantry  and  nairship  of  oho  estate  o±  Craignish  an  q+.  , 

John  Mclsaac  as  his  Chamberlain  for  levying  his  rents  (Grant,  Tradition,  and 

from  Western  Argyll,  p.5l). 


■ 


— 


utWcinr-  nnd  lil3  holrs.  a  1CU  cnnrwoi  ouu  lUAiua^u..  .  , , 

Cc4orrMibcr  in  Craignish;  with  the  office  of  sergoandry  or  nairship  of  the  ten- 
enS? TbamL-y  of  Calvish  cad  of  tho  lands  of  Dosac,  1 

'  id  Duninvcranc  on  Lochavich,  and  tho  mairship  and  principal  scrgeur.Jiy  o.  tnc 
^r”d°alao  of  the  lands  of  the  lordships  of  Baxbrcck  (Scottish. H^iory 

Socioty,  Miscellany.  v.4,p.2G9). 


3c,"!;  moans 


(Corvorron  or  Carvoran  is  now  Corran  on  tho  shore  of  Craignish  loch. 

"littlo/'  implying  that  thoro  was  another  Corvorran  rnoro,  big.  ) 

Malcoln  M'Koissoic  was  ono  of  tho  witnesses  to  a  snsino  of  land  by  ®°"aB 
in  Sorob,,  Abstracts  General  Register  of  Snsines  for .  f  jn 

Murdoch  Xfclsaak,  a  Covenantor,  was  ordered  to  bo  tronsportod  to  clew  Entlond  in 
1685  for  rofusinc  to  toko  tho  Tost  (Rc-istor  of  Privy  Council  of 
o:l.p.94).  Ann  Maoiosaie,  in  EoonnlanCavo.t,  South  Uist,  was  “  ^ 

Alexander  Ooraiehaol's  reciters  of  tho  old  Gaelic  hymns  and  prayers  (parmna, 
Gsdolica"  ii.n.374).  Anrus  Mackay  fBook  of  Mackay «  p*on)  absurdly  bCG  ^ 
va't_»t'ho  surnsno  Maclsaac,  to  bo  found  in  tho  West  Hiehlands,  nay  bo  a  corrupt 
fo™  of  mm  (One  or 'two  writers,  roforrine  to  the  nano  feolsaac,  have 
confused  it  with  Mackcssog,  a  nano  of  different  origin.) 


N.B.— N’Loan  in  extract  above  is  not  an  error  for  M’Ican.  The  ^  ^^G^liC 

nirhoan.  daughter,  just  as  M»  or  Mac  stands  for  son.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to 

use  Mac  with  a  feminine  name. 

BOND  OF  ii'JNRDNT  BY  MAC  IS/ ACS  TO  RONALD  CilvPBgLL» 


Original  Clan  Affiliation. 

’•At  Barchibayen  the  aucht  day  of  Aprile  Anc  thousand ^ fyve  hundreth  fourscoir 
tuclff  ycir  (1592)—  Oonpoirit  porsonalie  Malcoimc  Moir  M?kcsaie,^D°na  -  a, 
Malccsaig,  Drncanc  Mokesaig  and  Gilcallun  Mokesaig  his  sonnes,  anu.  o 
awin  fric  motive  and  will,  uncoactit  and  conpcllit,  but  lor  sundric  caussis 
moving  thane  and  alsua  for  the  caussis  following  *>fs  for  thancsclffisari 
thedr  succcssiQun  of  now  Gevin  and  grantit  Iyk  as  tnai  be  thir  prcsentis  gifi 
and  grant is  to  thair  wcill  bclovit  Ronald  Campbell  McEan  vc  Donald  of  Barchi- 
bnyon  and  to  his  airis,  all  and  haill  thair^md  of  nanred  and  calnis  f or  ovxi , 
and  sail  follow  and  obey  hmn  and  his  airis  in  quliatsumevir  place  he  and  nis 
foirsaidis  transport is  thamosolffis  in  the  cuntroy  or  without;  and . sail  ooe> 
thane  as  native  non  aucht  and  sould  do  to  thair  eng iff  m  tyme  coming 
(Colloctanoa  do  Rebus  Albanicis,  pp.197-8).  -  (Tartan-Camp do  11  oi  xaall.) 


In  Scottish  records  by  "native  men"  is  understood  to  bo  tho  People  descended  from 
the  ancient  occupants  of  the  soil,  and  not  connected  by  blood  with  tho  chief . 

This  applies  to  all  the  clans  notwithstanding  the  popular  (and  poetical)  theory 
that  all  mentors  of  a  clan  arc  blood  relations  of  the  chief  in  a  near  or  ronoto 
degree  of  relationship.  Menrod  is  from  Old  English  maimracdon^  homage,  allegiance. 
The  calp  was  an  acknowledgement  paid  on  the  death  of  a. vassal  or  clansman  . 
superior  or  chief.  Hicoactit  and  conpcllit — freely,  without  compulsion.  . 


MACCAU.U.1  —  MAL30IM.  Mr.  Herbert  Campbell  in  "  A  Note  on  tho  Origin  of  MalcoH.. 

(or  Maccallun)  of  Poltalloch,”  published  in  the  Genealogist,  new  series,  v.o  ,p. 
(1922)  says  that  "In  the  Kirk  Session  Records  of  Ki  Inart in,  Argyll  (Sessions  114 
and  115,  10  Oct.  and  23  llov.  1731)',  we  find  Donald  M^Callun  of  Poltalloch  claiming, 
against  Alexander  M’Iseik,  miller,  at  Slockvullin,  possession  of  the  burial  P^ces 
of  the  family  of  M*Kiscck  of  Iergio  and  Barayirgaig.  His  caso  was  that  hisfa^i 
wad  v>ad  ’peacoablo  possession1  for  forty 'years  and  upwards  and  that  the  said  fa. 
ilv  wore  ’rather  M’Calluns  than  MVKi seeks , ’  and,  moreover,  that  tho  defender  had 
asked' pcrnlss ion  of  tho 'claimant  and  his  cousin,  Angus  M’Callum,  ’now  in  Bhraohe- 
beyonj  that  his  father,  John  M’Kiscck,  might  to  buried  there.  Poltalloch  s tat od 
that  the  dofondor  ’pretends  to  hav6  come’  of  the  family  in  question,  out  uha^no 
o^c  had  ’made  up  the  Protondor’s  Genealogic  or  Relation  to  the  said  M  Kiseoks, 
there'  is  no  record  as  to  whether  Poltalloch  produced  his  own  pedigree.  As,  however, 
the  miller  did  not  put  in  an  appcaranco,  tho  Session  found  ’that  tho  said  Donal 
M’Callun  of  Poltalloch  and  his  cousin,  Angus  M’Callun  alias  M’Alostcr  Vic  Dhon- 
chai.-h-riavich  in  Bcrachcbaycu  in  Craignish  are  legally  descended  of  those  who^ 
a  Patroninock  name  M’Kisccks  of  Lorgic  yet  whoso  rcall  surname 'was  M’callun  ana 
to  whemo  tho  Trough-stones  and  Buriall  places. . .did  bolong...";  and  it  is  ap¬ 
pointed  that  possession  of  thorn  {four-  is  number)  lies  with  Poltalloch  and  ..as 
e-uis’ n  i~\  '-ijs  V. ’C ald’rr.  Brnck," 


>x. ,« 


A- Tvhpp mK r. h-,  M^nn  of  A-lex&nder  son,  of  Duncan  the -freckled# 


Trough-stono  •»  a  flat  gravo— stone# 

Bruck  —  probably  for  Gaolic  broac ,  specklod,  spotted,  perhaps  marked  with  smallpox* 


MVC  ISAAC  -  MACCALLUM  -  ‘MAICOLM.  The  late  Mr*  Korbert  Campbell,  tho  able  goneal- 
ogist  of  the  Campbells.^  mentions  that  when  proparing  "The  Manuscript  History  of 
Craignish”  (written  by  Alexander  Campbcli  ,  advocato,  brother  of  Goorge  Campbell 
of  Craignish,  about  1720),  for  publication  by  the  Scottish  History  Society  (it 
was  published  in  1926),  he  had  occasion  to  examino  several  deeds  relating  to  the 
Miccalluns#  Ho  quotes  the  author  of  the  1720  M3*  as  saying  that  one  of  a  former 
"Mackisage,  Baron  of  Inrgie,"  became  tfcirtay  of  Craignish,  arid  held  the  lands  of 
Corranbeg  under  these  Campbells  of  Craignish  up  to  his  time,  but  changed  the 
name  to  MacCallun  "from  the  sons  of  one  of  them  called  Mao  3 -C  allure,”  and  that  the 
last  of  the  direct  lino  having  no  children,  left  the  property  in  1667  "toiaone 
Zacharia  JfcCallun,  Commissar  Depute  of  Argyll  and  son  to  Mr*  Archibald  McCollum, 
Parson  of  Glasry,  from  which  Zacharia ‘my  fathor  ‘bought  it  about  the  year  1688*” 
Alexander  Campbell  also  mentions  that,  as  a  boy,  he  knew  the  above  Testator,  who 
was  then  a  very  old  man# 

Hif ortunately  it  is  not  shown  how  Zachary  was  related  to  tho  Testator,  but  the 
wording  of  his  deposition  proves  that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  he  believed  Zachary  to 
belong  to  tho  same  paternal  race  as  himself#  The  extracts  from  the  Kilnartin  Kirk 
Session  Rocord  show  that  it  was  tho  common  opinion  locally  that  the  Maccallum  of 
Poltalloch  of  that  time  was  the  heir  male  of  the  ancient  Macisaacs,  barons  of 
Largie#  To  this  day  in  Argyllshire  tradition  the  Maccallums  arc  identified  rath 
tho  Macisaacs*  Both  families  lived  In  Kilmartin  Glen  in  which  is  (or  was)  a 
place  known  as  Le&rga  Mhic  losaig,  ”Mecisaac*s  slope;”  and  on  the  farm  of  Daill, 
Craignish,  a  small  bay  is  called  Port  Mhic  losaig*  Public  opinion  is  sometimes 
mistaken^  but  in  view  of  tho  evidence  of  the  Corwarran  Beg  Writs  it  must  bo 
admitted  that  there  arc  reasonable  grounds  for  the  local  belief* 

Neil  Malcolm  (son  of  John  Mac  c  a  Hum*  by  Margaret,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Campbell  of  the  Lochnell  family)  succeeded  his  cousin  Dugald  Maccallum  in  1785, 
sine©  which  tine  tho  spelling  of  tho  family  nano  is  now  Malcolm*  Early  in  tho 
nineteenth  century  a  member  of  the  family  of  Poltalloch  amassed  a  groat  fortune 
in  business  in  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  and' so  put  the  family  on  a  high  pedestal^ 
among^thc  county  families  of  Argyllshire#  As  a  consequence  of  this  elevation, 

I  gather  from  various  items  of  Argyllshire  news  that  the  family  of  Malcolm  of 
Poltalloch  prefers  to  ignoro  their  more  lowly  Macisaac  origin  and  seek  now  an 
early  connection  with  the  lordly  family  Campbell  of  Argyll* 


■v/ 

Tho  title  Baron  was  formerly  commonly  used  in  the  sense  of  proprietor  of  land, 
and  was  not  a  hereditary  title  derived  from  the  king# 

Martay  is  old  Scots  for  ”house  steward,”  derived  from  Gaelic  maor  tighe# 

Maol-Callum,  properly  Gaelic  Maol-Chaluin*  means  "devotee  or  shaveling  of  Colum” 
(i«e*  S#  Colunba) ,  and  signifies  one  dedicated  at  birth  to  the  service  of  the 

saint#  It  Is  now  represented  by  Malcolm,  and  Maccallum  is  ”son  ef  Celun#w  , 


.  ..  n  ■  ■■■■■. - •  ""  '  -  '■  -  ■  .  I,  ,  r  T1— y— T.' 

Tho  spoiling  of  surnames  and  place-names  in  the  foregoing  entries  arc  as  given 
in  tho  original  records# 

(This  concludes  the  notes  of  Dr#  G#  P#  Black) 


, 


*; 


-5- 


Excorpt  front  — "Clans,  Sopt3  and  Regiments  of  the  Scottish  Highlands VFrank  Ad  on, 

"The  Mnclsaac3  arc  a  Clan  Ranald  sept,  and  appear  to  have  hailed  from,  Moidort, 

They  aro  still  to  bo  found  in  Uist,  an  old  Clan  Ranald  possession,  A  f an!3y  of 
lino  Isaacs  entered  tho  service  of  the  Campbells  of  Craignish  in  the  early  part  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  On  20th  of  Janu'iry  1544,  John  Mac  Isaac  was  appointed 
ground-officer  to  tho  Sergeantry  and  Mairship  of  Craignish,  In  a  bond  of  manront 
dated  at  Barchibayan  on  8th  April  1592,  in  favour  of  Ronald  Campbell  of  Barchitayrn, 
representative  of  tho  old  Campbells  of  Craignish,  thore  apnear  among  the  "native' 
non  of  Craignish,"  ns  signatories,  "Malcolno  Moir  Makosaig,  Donald  Bane  Makesaig, 
Duncane  Makosaig  and  Gilcallum  Makosaig  his  sonnes,"  (Maclsaac,  MacKcssock, 
MacKissock, ) 

A  sept  of  MacKossock  hail  from  the  shores  of  tho  Moray  Firth,  They  arc  supposed 
to  he  the  descendants  of  one  of  the  sano  name,  who  accompanied ^Colin,  Earl  of 
Argyle,  who  married  the  widow  of  the  Regent  Moray,  and  who  had,  therefore,  much 
influence  in  the  above  district  betweon  1572  and  1583," 

1676418 


Excerpt  from— ' "Myth,  Tradition  and  Story  from  Western  Argyll"-K»Vir,  Grant  ,pg, 51-53, 

Chap,  Vl.11- "Some  Notable  Families  of  lorn,"--' "MacNabs ,  Stewarts,  M'Oallums  ^Isaacs" 

"Thoro  is  anotbor  family  which  is  more  or  less  identified  with  the  McCalluns,  that 
of  the  S&Isaacs.  Both  families  lived  in  KiLpartin  Glen,  This  glen  was  at  one  time 
known  as  Strathmore  of  Ariskeodnish,  of  which  Largie— "Lcarga  Mhic  losaig"— 
Mclsaac*s  Slcpc-istho  western  side.  The  sons  of  the  Knights  of  Lochow  fostered 
with  tho  McC albums,  those  of  Craignish ’with  the  Mclosaigs,  It  is  related  that 
when  Colin,  the  elder  son  of  Archibald,  twelfth  Knight  of  Lochnow,X7as  being  fos¬ 
tered  by  tho  McCallums  of  Ariskeodnish,  his  younger  brother  Duncan,  was  fostered 
by  tho  McCallums  of  Inniskeodnish,  who  set  fire  to  a  barn  in  which  Colin  was 
sleeping,  in  the  hope  of  their  foster  son  becoming  Chief,  Colin,  however,  escaped 
out  of  their  hands.  That  was  in  the  latter  half  of  the  fourteenth  century," 


N,B,— Ari-skoodnish  -  a  Gaclic-Norse  nano:  ^ 

Airigh,  a  shieling;  —  skcod,  a  corner;  -  innis ,  a  grassy  islet  or  a  sheltered 
valley. 


But  there  is  abundant  proof  to  show  that  there  wore  Mclsaacs  about  Kilmartin  before 
that  time , 

Tho  first  Mac  losaig-pronounced 1 ”eesaik"-heard  of,  signed  the  Ragman  Roll  after 
Sir  Dugald  Campbell  ''71  of  Craignish,  and  his  uncle,  Duncan  Mac  Rath— Duncan  the 
Fortunatc-whosc  kinsman  Mclosaig  was  said  to  be, 

iloxt  wo  hear  of  Robert  the  Bruce  giving  his  daughter  Matilda,  by 'his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  dc  Burgh,  to  a  squire  of  low  degree  named  Thomas  Ysaac,  or  Mclosaig, 

TThon  David  Bruce  became  king  he  gave  his  sister Ts  husband  the  lands  of  Fermartin 
ar>d  'Kiri tom  in  the  north;  and  when  his  niece,  Janet,  married  Join  of  Lorn  he  gave 
her,  as  her  marriage  portion,  Glenlyon,  in  Perthshire, 

Thore  are  Me  Isaacs  still  to  be  found  in  Glenlyon;  and  Mac  Kes sacks  in  the  north, 
tho  descendants  of  the  tenants  of  his  own  name  which  Thomas  Mclsaac  must  have 
sent  to  his  properties  thore;  and  those  which  accompanied  John  of  Lorn  and  his 
wife  when  they  went  to  reside  in  Glenlyon,  Tho  two  Macdougall  daughters  of 
Janet  Mclsaac  were  heiresses  in  so  far  as  landed  property  was  concerned,  and  wore 
married  to  two  stewarts  of  Innermoath,  Hence  the  two  Stewart  generations  who 
were  Lords  of  Lorn,  It  was  through" the  brother  of  the  last  Sir  John  Stewart, 

Lord  of  Lorn,  that  the  Lordship  of  Lorn  was  given  over  to  the  Argyll  family,  in 
exchange  for  lands  in  Fife, 

In  the  year  1544,  Dugald  Campbell,  XIV  of  Craignish,  granted  a  commission  of  Ser¬ 
ge  entry  and  Mairship  of  the  estate  of  Craignish  and  Loehavich  to  John  Mclsaac  as 
his  chamberlain  for  levying  his  rents. 


■ 


. 
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the  woLL-ksown  Story  of  how  the  ciGht  Mclsr.ac  brothers  defended  young' 
Ronald  of  CbvLigninh  in  returning  hone  after  his  training  in  Largie  was  completed. 
Aiid  finally,  there  was  the  renewal  of  tho  bond  of  nanront  bot./ccn.  Malcolm  mor 
Maclsaac  with  his  three  sons,  and  Ronald  Conpbell  of  ^archibnyon,  in  the  year  le9d. 


A  bond  of  Mrnxcnt  was  forr.iod  whon  a  fanily  not  of  the  kin,  or  clan  of  a  chief, 
sought  his  protection.  The  non  of  the  fanily  pledged  themselves  to  follow  the 
chief  in  battlo  whensoever  ho  might  need  then*  In  return  ho  gave  them  lands  if 
not  already  settled.  On  this  occasion  Ronald  of  Craignish  was  obliged  to  take  up 
arms  in  the  cause  of  his  over-lord,  the  Earl  of  Argylll  therefore  ho  renewed  the 
bond  of  nanrent  in  order  to  secure  the  services  of  tho  young  Mclsaaos.  where 
tlioro  wero  several  fostci -brothers  they  usually  bocar.ic  tho  bodyguard  of  the  young 
chief.  Tho  lovo  and  devotion  of  a  foster-brother  is  expressed  in  the  Gaelic 
saying:  "Kindrod  to  twonty  degrees ,  fostorago  to  n  hundred*”  The  devotion  of 
Dig  Malcolm  Mclsaac  and  his  brothers  to  Ronald  of  Craignish  proves  the  truth  of 

this  saying.” 

t 

As  I  have  alroady  stated,  The  Craignish  Campbolls  were  in  the  habit  of  fostering 
with  the  Mclsaacs  of  Largie,  in.  Kilmartin  Glen. 


Young  Ronald  of  Craignish  was  sent  by  his  father  to  "Iearga-Whic-IosaiG 
(Mclsaac's  slope)  for  that  purpose.  Uhclsaac  was  noted  for  his  strength  and 
bravery  as  well  as  for  expert  swordsmanship  and  general  skill  in  military  exorcise. . 
Those  manly  and  soldierly  qualities  reconnondod  him  to  Campbell  of  Craignish  as  a 
suitablo  foster  father  for  his  son  Ronald. . 

Whon  the  period  of  fosterage ‘was  completed,  Ronald  sot  out  for  homo,  accompanied 
by  his  eight  foster  brothers,  the  sons  of  old  hfclsaac,  who  was  now  blind  and  bed¬ 
ridden  with  ago* 

Tho  young  men  took  the  road  to  Ormaig,  on  the  south  side  of  Loch  Craignish  and 
thence  turned  to  the  right,  with  the  intention  of  following  the  path  leading 
around  tho  Loch  into  Craignish  village*  They  had  not  gone  far  when  they  entered 
the  wood  of  Ormaig*  The  wood  was  then  infested  by  a  notorious  gang  of  freebooters* 
Hie  leader  was  nicknamed- "Am  Marsanta  Fade-”  the  long  merchant,  ”fada”  because 
of  his  length  of  limb  and  towering  strength  and  "narsanta”  from  his  habit  of 
sallying  forth  from  the  -wood  at  tines,  disguised  as  a  pedlar,  and  thus^bisiting 
the  surrounding  country  in  order  to  gather  such  information  as  ho  might,  be  ablo 
to  turn  to  his  own  profit* 

On  one  of  those  saJLlies  he  ascertained  the  time  of  Ronald's  expected  journey  and 
the  route  to  bo  taken*  Kc  promptly  resolved  to  waylay  him,  and  make  him  prisoner 
and  demand  a  heavy  ransom  for  his  release. 


Hastily  returning  to  the  wood  he  collected  his  followers  and  took  up  a  strong 
position  near  a  spot  where  Ronald  was  sure  to  pass. 

Hearing  the  tramp  of  men  approach ,  the  freebooters  on  a  signal  from  oheir  leader, 
sprang  from  their  cover  and  hurled  themselves  with  wild  impetuosity  upon  Ronald 
and  his  little  bodyguard  of  eight  Maclsaacs. 

Scarcely  had  the  foster  brothers  tine  to  form  a  circle  around  their  young. charge 
whon  tho  outlaws  wore  upon  then.  A  desperato  encounter  followed,  from  which  none 
of  the  combatants  escaped  unhurt.  The  Lmg  Merchant  and  his  band  were  slain  to 
man,  end  four  of  the  Maclsaacs  lay  dead  on  the  field.  The  rest,  ./ith  yoinijj 
Ronald,  wero  more  or  less  scvcrly  wounded,  only  ono  among  then  all,  Oalum  Mor, 
being  ablo  painfully  and  slowly  to  make  his  way  back  to  Largie  for  help. 

On  reaching  hone,  the  old  father,  though  now  blind  and  bedridden,  recognized 
his  son's  voico  and  sa.id-«”Havc  you  cono,  my  son?” 

"Yes,  father,  I  have  cone,”  was  the  reply* 

"Where  have  you  loft  your  foster  brother  and  your  brothers?” 

”1  left  then  on  the  battlefield,” 


"Gone  here,  my  son,  and  kiss  mo,  seeing  that  you  have  returned  to  me  alive* 

Calm,  conscious  of  having  performed  his  duty  and  suspecting  no  evil,  moved  to' 
word  hi3  father1 s' bed,  but  the  mother,  who  was  watching  her  husband,  suddenly 
criod-”Flcci  flee  l  he  has  his  dirk  in  his  hand!" 


The  son  stomped  back  immediately  and  not  a  moment  too  soon.  Tho  old  man,  guidod 
by  the  sound  of  hie  retreating  footsteps,  shot-  the  dirk  after  him,  crying  out  as 
he  did  so- "You  are  no  son  of  your  father  when  you  aro  capable  of  leaving  your 
foster  brother  and  brothers  lying  dead  on  the  field J" 


\ 
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The  fiorco  old  man  had  concluded  that  his  son  was  a  coward  and  had  come  home  with 
a  y/holo  skin  from  the  fight. 

On  hearing  the  true  stato  of  mattors  his  wrath  was  appeased,  Men  wore  instantly 
-iispatchod  with  a  "cam"-a  slodge  or  oart  without  whools-on  which  to  bring  the 
wounded  and  dead  homo, 

'..hon  young  Ronald  rocovorod,  ho  rotumod  to  Craignish,  and  in  gratitudo  to  tho 
Mclsaac s  for  their  fidelity,  his  father  gave  Calum  Mor  Me Isaac  a  farm  on  the 
Craignish  lands.  Tho  name  of  tho  farm  is  forgotton,  but  there  is  a  bay  on  the  ' 
farm  of  Daill,  still  known  as  Port  Mhic  Iosaig,  Port  Mclsaac. 

whether  Daill  was  the  farm  or  not,  certain  it  is  that  Malcolm  Maclsaao  and  sevon 
generation  of  his  descendants  dwelt  at  Corvoranbcg  in  Craignish. 


N.B.-Many  arc  inclined  to  derive  the  name  of  Mclsaac  from  St.  Kcssock  of  Luss, ' 
but  in  looking  through  the  genealogy  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Dunollic  MacDougalls, 

I  net  a  name  that  led  me  to  the  thought  of  the  Maclsaace  having  followed  Earl 
Hakon’s  daughter  from  Norway  to  the  Isle  of  Man;  and  thence  coming  with  Ingibiorg, 
tho  consort  of  Somerlcd,  to  Argyllshire, 

As  Mr,  Cubbon,  the  librarian  of  Douglas  Publi.c  Library,  had  kindly  offered  through 
tho  columns  of ' the  "Oban  Times,"  to  reply  to  any  questions  put  to  him  concerning 
Gaelic  matters,  I  wrote  him  and  received  the  following  reply: 

"The  Public  library;  Douglas, 

Isle  of  Man,  14/10/1914 

"Dear  Madam: 

I  am  obliged  for  your  letter  of  5th  inst,,  which  much  interests  mo.  Your  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  connection  of  Thomas  dc  Isaac  and  tho  MacDougalls  might  have 
its  rise  in  a  provious  relationship  begun  in  the  Isle  of  Man  is  very  likely.  But 
X  can  find  no  connection  in  Manx  history, 

"There  is  a  strong  likelihood  that  Thomas  dc  Isaac  hailed  from  Man:  it  is  purely 
a  Manx  name.  Tho  modorn  form  is  Kissack,  The  earliest  record  of  the  name  is 
1418,  when  Gilbert  MacI  sack  was  one  of  the  Twenty  Four  Keys  of  Man.  (Pa  lac  a  of 
Keys,  Douglas.)  In  1422,  Hawley  M’Issackc  was  arraigned  for  heading  an  insurre¬ 
ction  against  tho  Earl  of  Derby,  In  1511,  the  Maclsaac  family  still  held  a  very 
considerable  tract  of  land  in  the  south  of  Man,  There  arc  two  or  throe  holdings 
called  Balia  Kisaig  (from  Kis!aig. )  1  do  not  think  that  the  accepted  dcrivation- 

fron  "The  son  of  Xsaac"-is  correct.  The  ’aog’suffix  would  seem  to  indicate  ’little’ 
or  ’junior1 .  (Mac  Ccsaig-"Cos"-G-"a  spear,"  aeg-lit tic (spear )) . 

"I  think  it  is  a  Norse  nemo,  although  I  cannot  give  a  good  reason  for  ny  opinion; 
but  tho  ’aog’  suffix  is  Celtic."— Oban  Tines," 


Excerpt  from;— "The  History  of  Inverness  County,  Nova  Scotia"-!. L.MoDougall. 

The  Maclsauso  and  their  Genesis. 

"In  very  many  of  the  Scottish  districts  of  Inverness  County  we  find  men  and 
women  of  this  name.  We  have  net  them  at  South  West  Mar  gores ,  Broad  Cove  Marsh, 
Strathlorne,  West  lake,  Glen  C . >c ,  and  a  large  number  in  the  district  of  Judique. 
Some  of  them  came  from  the  Islands,  some  more  from  the  mainland  of  Scotland, 

They  do  not  appear  to  be  a  tartan  clan,  but  arc,  we  believe,  entitled  to  wear 
tho  generous  tartan  of  Clan  Ronald.  They  aroused  our  curiosity.  We  looked  into 
Scottish  history  for  their  genesis.  We  know  it  is  not  a  correct  historical  method 
to  be  planting  on  old  history  of  Scotland  in  a  new  history  of  Inverness  County. 

But  the  Maclsaacs  struck  us  as  so  intensely  interesting  in  thoir  name,  origin 
and  derivation,  that  wo  must  crave  leave  to  insert  in  our  work  a  little  of  what 
we  found  concerning  them  in  the  ancient  annals  of  tho  parent  lond:- 

Thc  Mclsaacs  oro  foimd  recorded  in  the  charters  relating  to  Lome  and  Mid  Ax 
Sir  Thomas  2<h Isaac  of  Largic  (the  district  immediately  south  of  Lome)  married 
Matilda,  a  daughter  of  King  Robert  tho  Bruce.  There  were  seven  Malcolm 
of  that  ilk  in  succession  with  the  result  that  the  surname  ultimately  adopted 
bocamo  MeCallum,  now  the  Malcolms  of  Poltolloch. 

1418— Gilbert  Mclsaac  was  one  of  tho  26  kings  of  Mann;  1422,  Hawley  Mclsaac 
was  arraigned  for  starting  tho  insurrection  against  the  Earl  of  Derby 
in  Mann. 

15! 4— The  Mclsaac  family  still  retain  a  considerable  tract  of  territory  in 
the  Isle  cf’Mann,  Tho  surname  is  supposed  to  havo  originated  from 
St*  Kiosocx,  one  of  tho  St,  Columba  Saints, 


. 
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In  their  oorly  history  ono  of  the  none  To undo!  tho  horoditary  hunirod 
yoors  of  tho  McDonald*s  of  Clan  Ronaldo  It  was  this  latter  branch  that 
boor  c  numerous  throughout  tho  Clan  Ranald  torritory.  They  aro  still 
fairly  numerous  in  Arisaig,  Moidnrt  and  the  Islos.  I  believo  tho  Nova 
Scotia  Mclsaao  emigrants  would  be  from  these*  They  had  no  tartan  of 
their  own,  but  tnuld  bo  entitled  to  woar  tho  Clan  Ronald  Tartan# 

(1)  Tho  MacDonalds  of  Slcat  is  a  tartan  personal  only  to  the  Lord  of  tho 
Isles, 

(2)  The  Gonoral  MacDonald  Tartan  bolongs  to  all  tho  MacDonalds,  The 
Glengarry  MocDonald  is  N  Z  with  a  whito  stripo  through  the  middle  of  tho 
Croon, 

(3)  The  Clan  Ranald  McDonald  is  N  Z  with  two  stripos,  one  inside  both 
odcos  both  ways,  thus  forming  a  squaro, 

Maclsaacs  ownod  the  territory  of  Ariskoodnich,  Mid-Argyle,  Scotland,  as 
early  as  the  12th  century.  Very  early  in  their  history  Malcolm  became 
the  favorite  Christian  name  of  the  Maclsaacs  until  ultimately  tkoro  wero 
no  less  than  soven  Malcolm  Maclsaacs  in  succession,  a  circumstonco  which 
brought  about  the  chance  of  Maclsaac  to  MacCallum  (Malcolm* 1 11 s  son),  and 
thus  was  os tab li shed  the  Clan  Chalum  of  Foltalloch  and  the  name  Maclsaac 
coascd  to  have  that  territorial  distinction  that  would  found  a  solf- 
containod  clan.  Some  of  the  original  stock  arc  found  in  Argylo  but  of 
more  numerical  account  arc  tho  descendants  of  the  member  of  the  family 
who  founded  the  lino  of  hereditary  Chamberlains  to  Mac’  ic  Ailein,  Chiof 
of  tho  Clan  Ranald  MaoDonalds,  From  him  are  tho  Maclsaacs  of  Mbidart, 
Uist,  and  Eicc»” 
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I  -  '  SUS/AEY  CT  DATES, 

1- 1231-Priory  of  Bcauly  -  Cillande3  Maolsaac 

2- l~296  -  Ragman  Roll  -  Nicol  Mclosaig. 

3- King  Robert  I  of  Scotlfind  (130G-2329) 

c ,1350  -  Princess  Matilda  Bruco  married  Thomus  Isaac, 

4-  1364~~-  Jotoi  Maclsaac  -  witness  -  Bari  of  Lennox 

5- 1395  -  John  Maolsaao  -  witness  -  Earl  of  Lennox. 

6- 1418  -  Gilbert  Maolsaac  -  one  of  the  24  keys  of  Men, 

7- 1422  -  Hawley  Maclsaac  -  leader  of  insurrection  vs.  Earl  of  Derby. 

8- 1510  -  Isaac,  son  of  Thomas,  son  of  Isaac-witnoss-Campbell  of  Argyll, 

9- 1544  -  Join  Maclsaac  -  app’t.  -  Campboll  of  Craignish. 

10- 1547- John  Maclsaac  -  app’t,  -  Campbell  of  Argyll. 

11- 1592-Malcolm  Mor  Maclsaac  -  Bond  -  Campboll  of  Craignish, 

N.B.— Tho  story  of  Old  Maclsaac  and  sons  to  Ronald  Craignish, 

l3-'l6CV-Malcolm  Maolsaac  -  witness  -(Soroba  in  Craignish), 

13- 1685-Murdoch  Maclsaac  -  covenantor  -  doported  to  New  England. 

14-  1720-Mack is age,  Baron  of  Largie  -  Zaocaria  MacCallum, 

15- 17 51-John  M’Kisick  -  MacCallum  -  Kirk  Session, 

16- 179 5-Mac Callum  to  Malcolm  (Clan  Malcolm,) 


2  -  THE  PRIORY-  OF  EBAULY. 

Gillandcrs  (Andrew)  Maclsaac  -  1231  -  surname  Gillanders-a  sept  of  Clan  Ross, 

"Charters  of  the  Priory  of  Beauly-"  by  E.  Chisholm  Batten,  mentioned  by  Bather 
Michael  Barrett,  O.S.B.,  the  author  of  footprints  of  tho  Ancient  Scottish  Saints” 
and  "A  Calendar  of  Scottish  Saints.”  (St,  Kossock  of  Luss«) 

First  mention  of  surname  Maclsaac  (Gillandcs),  1231,  a  witness  of  tho  gift  to  tho 
Priory  of  Bcauly  (pronounced  -  Bu-li)  by  William  Byseth  (Bissct)  of  the  parish  of 
Abcrtarf,  St,  Benedict’s  Abbey,  Fort  Augustus,  Scotland  (near  Invcrncsshire  and 
Rosshirc)  is  in  the  parish  of  Abcrtarf,  according  to  Don  Barrett  (ftprs,)” 

Bcauly  (near  present  Loch  Beaulcy)  Fr,  Beaulieu,  Latin-”Bcllus  locus”-a  beautiful 
place,  expression  of  the  reigning  Pope,  This  priory  was  started  in  1230  by  an 
early  order  (Valliscaullian)  and  became  several  centuries  later  a  Cistercian 
(modern  Trappist)  House.  The  Byscths  owned  much  property  in  Scotland-also  the 
Island  -  Rathlin  -  in  North  Channel  -  several  miles  from  Ireland,  The  daughters 
of  Bisset  married  into  Clan  Fraser  -  Earl  of  Levat, 


3  -  "Ragman  Roll, 

"the  name  of  those  instruments  by  which  the  nobility  and  gentry  of ^Scotland  were 
constrained  to  subscribe  allegiance  to  Edward  I  of  England  in  1296,  and  which 
were  more  particularly  recorded  in  four  large  rolls  of  parchment,  consisting  of 
thirty-five  pieces  sewed  together,  kept  in  the  Tower 'of  London,”  Among  the  1200 
signatories,  this  roll  was  signed  by  Dugald  Campbell,  Duncan  MacRath,  and  a 
Maolsaac,-  "Rag?nan  Rolls”  by  Thomas  Thomson, 


4  -  SABINE  -  (sa’-zin),  in  Scots  law,  a  torm  used  to  signify  either  tho  act  of 
giving  legal  possession  of  feudal  property  or  the  instrument  by  which  tho  fact 
is  proved.  There  is  a  general  office  for  the  registering  of  sasincs  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  ("International  Ref,  Lib,) 


5  -  MAO  ISAAC  -  G,  "Son  of  Isaao,"  origin!  "St,  Mackessog  of  Luss,”  "The 
Scottish  Clans  and  their  Tartans,"  W,  Sc  A,K,  Johnston,  Ltd.,  1934,  Miclsaac,  G— 
MacCosaig  or  Mackossoc ,  Also  St,  Kessog  or  Kessock,"  Sept  -  Maclsaac;  Clan  - 
Campbell  of  Craignish,  Argyll  -  MacDonald  of  Clan  Ranald,” 


6  -  ST,  KESSOCK  CF  IL5S  -  "A  Biographical  Dictionary  of  the  Saints^"  Holweck, 

St,  Louis,  1924  -  p,  584  -  "St,  Kessog  (Mackosoog)-born  in  Cashel,  Ireland,  of 
royal  race;  ho  preached  the  Gospol  in  Lennox  (Latin-Lovonax, )  Scotland,  residing 
6n  Monk’s  Island,  Loch  Lomond;  he  was  killed  near  Luss,  Dumbarton,  in  560, 

Feast:  March  10th  in  Scotland  ("Breviary  of  Aberdeen"),  Msgr,  Holwock  refers 
us  to  Canon  O’Hanlcn,  (Note:  In  Inverness hire,  thoro  is-nSt.  Kossock’s  Ferry" 
and  a  few  places  have  a  cclobration  even  in  the  prosent  days  known  as  "St«  <  \ 

Kessog* s  Fair,"  Burton  Holmes,  in  new  1937  loeture  on  Scotland,  shows  views  and 
spooks  of  tho  delightful  little  village  of  Luss,  pop,  500 , '  MacNqb 1  s  Hotel,  no 
resident  priest,  Rossdhu  Housc-soat  of  Sir  John  Colquhoun,  Laird  of  Luss  (Clan 
Colquhoun)  in  Dumbartonshire,  M* Isaacs  listed  in  new  Directory  of  Scotland,) 
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C?non  O’H-mlon  "Lives  of  Irish  Saints" —  Father  John  ) ’Hanlon  was  ordained  for 
the  service  of  the  Archdiocese  of  St,  Louis  but  returned  to  his  home  in  Iroland 
after  eight  years’  work  in  Missouri,  "Livos  of  tho  Irish  Saints" — Vol.III, 
pagos  £85-6,  Dublin,  1875,  Lengthy  skotch  of  "St,  Mackossog"  of  Luss,  This 
Saint  io  ono  of  18  early  Celtic  Saints  whose  foasts  wore  celebrated  on  March  10th 
according  to  tho  Bollandists,  * 

St,  Mackossog,  Patron  of  Lennox,  Scotland  (6th  Century),  Bishop  and  Martyr, 

Kossog’ s  father  was  King  of  Cashol,  the  Capital  City  of  Munster,  V/hon  Kcssog 
v/as  a  child,  he  wont  swimming  with  two  other  youngsters  -  sons  of  other  kings 
or  Noblemen  of  Ireland,  Kossog  was  the  sole  survivor  of  tho  throe  companions. 

For  some  reason,  ho  was  blamed  for  the  accidental  deaths,  Tho  other  kings  in  re¬ 
taliation  to  tho  King  of  Cashol  would  havo  dostroyed  the  City  of  Cashel  by  fire, 
but  young  Kossog  prayed  during  the  night  and  everything  was  righted  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  The  Saint  bocarco  a  Bishop  in  Lovinia  (Lennox),  Scotland,  Finally  he  lived 
on  Monk’s  Island,  Loch  Lomond  (tho  most  famous  of  tho  Scottish  Lakes);  ho  was 
martyred  for  tho  truth  and  his  romains  wore  taken  to  Luss,  King  Robert  I  of 
Scotland,  in  1313,  ordered  that  a  throo  mile  sanotuary  girth  bo  thrown  around 
tho  Church  in  Luss,  whoro  St,  Mackossog’s  relics  aro  kopt,  Tho  Saint  is  de¬ 
picted  in  art  as  a  soldier,  wearing  a  military  habit,  with  a  stretched  bow  and 
arrow  in  his  hand  and  a  quivor  at  his  back,  Kis  intercession  is  earnestly  implor¬ 
ed  by  soldiers, 

Tho  description  of  representation  of  St.  Mackossog  is  to  bo  found  in  (Sabine 
Baring  Gould,  M.A.)-"LLves  of  tho  Saints,"  Vol.  Ill,  pg,  £08,  Gould  also  gives 
his  authorities  for  this  artistic  representation:  Gamorarius,  Thomas  Dempster 
and  tho  loetions  (lessons  of  Matins  in  "Divine  Office")  of  the  old  Breviary  of 
Aberdeen,  Dioccso  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  Feast  in  Aberdeen  Breviary- March  10th, 

N»B,— St,  Kcssock  was  not-"a  Columba  Saint,"  St,  Columba  went  to  Iona,  island 
near  Oban,  in  563,  St,  Mackossog,  as  wo  have  been  told,  died  in  560, 

Mmy  early  Celtic  and  Pictish  Saints  are  wrongly  referred  to  as  -  Columba 
Saints, 


7  “  Tho  Dalratdic  Line  of  Kings(  etc,  in  Scotland;-  Dalraida  is  the  ancient 
name  of  a  territory  in  Antrim,  Ireland,  called  after  Carbry  Riada,  ono  of  its 
Chiefs,  In  tho  sixth  century  a  bond  of  Irish  from  this  quarter  of  Erin  settled 
in  Argyllshire  under  Fergus  Mac  Ere,  and  founded  the  kingdom  of  the  Scots  of 
Dalraida,  (Loarh-Iom  or  Lomej'was  one  of  tho  three  sons  of  Carbry  Riada,) 

After  being  almost  extinguished,  tho  Dalriadic  line  revived  in  the  ninth  century 
with  Kenneth  Mac  alpine,  .and  seizing  the  Pictish  throne',  gave  Kings  to  the  whole  of 
Scotland,  (Malcolm.  Comoro  and  wife  (St.)  Margaret,  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland; 
Alexander  II,  David  I,  Baliol  &  Bruce  (Robert  I),  David  II,  Robert  II,  III,  ‘ 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  James  Y1  of  Scotland  and  I  of  England  (Stuart  Dynasty),  ' 

N.B,  -  MacDougald,  son  of  Dugald,  son  of  Somcrled.  -  Somorlcd,  Norse  Lord  of 
Isles  -  MacDougald  (Lord  of  Lorn), 

Tho  Reign  of  Kina  Robert  X  (Brueo),  -  Alexander  MacDonald  (Clan  Donald) ]  Lord  of 
the  Xslos  (S  le  atMacDona!ds)w^~impr  i  s  one  d  by  Brueo  and  died  in  Dimdonald  Castle 
(Lord  Cochran,  Earl  of  Dundonald),  Angus  0g,  brother  of  Alexander  and  friend  of 
King  Robert  became 'the  laird  of  the  Isles,  Angus  Og  married  the  widow  O’Neill 
of  Ulster,  Iroland,  Angus  was  Admiral  for  King  Robert  I,  John  of  lorn  (Mac 
Dougald)  was  admiral  in  service  of  King  Edward  I  of  England,  When  Robert  de¬ 
feated  Edward  II  of  England  at  Bannockburn,  he  secured  the  independence  of 
Scotland  and  thus  became  the  most  famous  King  of  tho  Scots,  John  of  Lorn, 

Bruce’s  onomy,  so  Clan.  MacDougall  lost  most  of  their  land  holdings.  Also  through 
tho  gift  of  King  David  II  to  Janet  Melsaae,  his  niece,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mhtildis  (Brueo)  McIsaac,who  married  John  of  Lorn,  Joneto’s  gift  of  Glcnlyon 
in  Perthshire,  Her  two  McDougall  daughters  married  two  (John)  Stewarts  of  Innerteefe 
month,  Tho  last  Stowart  exchanged  the  Lordship  of  Lome  to  tho  Earldom  of 
Argylo  for  lands  in  Fifcshire,  The  present  Duke  of  Argyll,  hereditary  master 
of  H.  M. 1 3  Household,  is  also  Marquis  of  Lome,  (Clan:  1/fa.cDougall  Craignish 
Campbell,) 


,yP lc;.e o-Nnracs  in  Scotlana"-Dr,  MacBain—  (a)-Argyll  -  Gaelic  -  territory’  (ard) 


son  of  Carbry  Riada  of  Antrim, 


8  - 

of  _ _ 

(c)  "  Imrgio  -  "Inirlg"  (pg*  16?)  "a  slope,"  preferably  "a  pass,"  Lcorga  Mhic 
losaig  (llirgia ) ,  (d)  -  Ki  Inart  in  Glen  -  TKil"  a  church  in  honor  of  Martin, 

St,  Martin  of  Tours,  uncle  of  St,  Patrick,  St,  Columkillo  -  Golunhas  dove  - 
killo  -  church  -"dove  of  the  Church,"  -  (o)  -  Aria nig  (Aro 3)  -  bay  of  tho  river 
mouth,  (f )  -  Moidart  -  a  large  river ]  .loan,  vapour,  (g)  -  Ariskcodnish  -  "airigh" 
(not  "Airidh" ) ,  a  shieling  (harbourage),  -  Mac  Bain  has  a  lengthy  discussion  of 
this  Norso  word*  (h)  -  Oban  -  head  of  the  00  or  bay,  -  (i)  -  "Rhuda-na"  -  a 


place  where  mass  is  said  outsido," (Place- Names  in  Inverness hire  and  of  Argyll,”) 
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"House  of  Argyll  -  Clan  Campbell"  -  published  1871  -  Authority  fof  some  place  names 
in  Craignish.  -  Corran  (Mac  Bain)  -  a  cove.  -  Soroba,  Lxrgies  Barohib  ay  on.  Aris- 
keodni3h.  -  Colgin,  3  miles  from  Oban,  home  of  Maclsaacs,  MaoCallunis,  Malcolms  - 
family  lived  in  KiJbnartin  Glon,  Craignioh,  Argyll.  -  Mac  Bain  -pg.  191  - 
"St.  Kcssoc"  -  a  Pictish  Saint.  -  Kcs3oo  (Cosaig)  is  from  "Cos"  meaning  "spear" 
in  Gaelic,  aog-li ttlo-"A  littlo  spear,  son  of"  -  The  Piotish  moaning  of  "Cos"  is 
unknown,  says  Mac  Bain. 


9*- 

Prank  Adam  says  that  Maclsaacs  have  clan  connections  with  two  clans;  Campbell  of 
praignish,  MacDonald  of  Clan  Hanald.  (Also  Clan  Male olm-C Ion  Chaluim  of  Poltalloch) 
Zaccaria  M'Callum  rcc'd  proporty  from  "Mack io ago ,  Baron  of  Largio,"  Most  clan 
septs  havo  several  clan  connoctions,  o.g,  Maclvors  are:  Campbell  of  Argyll, 
Robertsons  and  MacKonzios,  Clan  Dugall  Craignish  -  line  failod  and  so  was  ab- 
sorbod  by  tho  powerful  Campbell  of  Argyll,  (Tho  history  of  this  powerful  clan 
is  almost  the  history  of  Scotland.)  This  clan  has  15  clan  septs  listed* 

Maclsaac  (MacKessock,  MacKissock)  no.  6  in  order;  Mac  Ivor,  No.  7,  in  list  of 
septs.  As  a  clan  Ranald  sept,  Maclsaac  is  No.  4  -  out  of  5  sopts  listed.  Tradi¬ 
tional  bcliof  that  tho  Maclsaacs  and  the  Craignish  Compbolls  arc  MacDonalds  of 
Clan  Ranald,  (The  MacDonalds,  Campbells  of  Argyll  and  Craignish  havo  historical 
connections  with  the  great 'Irish  family  -  O'Noill's  *  Ulster.)  George  Prascr 
Black i  Pli ,D . ,  in  his  notes,  contends  that  Maclsaacs  arc  to  be  considered  Camp¬ 
bells,  on  account  of  their  long  and  intimate  association  with  tho  Campbells  of 
Craignish ' (cf,  the  bond  of  manrent  of  Maclsaacs  to  Ronald  Campbell,  1592.) 
McDougall,  tho  Nova  Scotian,  author,  mentions  a  right  to  wear  a  tartan  -  the  gen¬ 
erous  tartan  of  Clan  Ranald.  Black  says  that  tho  tartan  to  be  worn,  if  any ,  would 
be  tho  tartan  of  the  House  of  Campbell  of  Argyll^  There  arc  other  tartans  of 
Campbell  of  (Cawdor,  of  Broadlabano,  of  Lochnoll,  etc.).  Refer  to  Adam's  book 
pg.  559  -  Duke  of  Argyll  (Argyle),  Adam  gives  tartans  and  armorial  bearings  for 
Campbell  of  Argyll,  MacDonalds  of  Clan  Ranald,  Clan  Malcolm  and  other  clans. 

The  Scotch  had  no  arms  of  their  own  -  but  used  that  of  their  chief.  (English  Arms 
Herald's  College,  London;  Scotch- lyon  Office,  Edinburgh.)  "Mac  Gnilein  Mor" 
"G"-"Big  Colin's  son"  -  the  highland  designation  of  Chief  of  Clan  Campbell  of 
Argyll,  This  nickname  was  mangled  by  Sir  W.  Scott  ("Heart  of  Midlothian")  and 
later  by  Macaulay  (Hist,  of  England  -  Battle  of  Killiccrankio)  into  Maccallumoro 
(Hence,  no  connection  with  Malcolm  Mor  Maclsaac  -  1592),  Motto:  "No  oblivxs- 
earis, "  Badge  of  Clan:  Pir  Club  Moss  or  Wild  Myrtle,  Clan  Music : -Gathering, 
Salute,  March,  Lament,  March:  "Tho  Campbells  arc  coming."  (March  Clan-ranald) „ 


10-  "Tho  Campbells  of  Craignish  aro  said  to  bo  descended  from  Do  gall,  aeson  of 
one  of  the  ancestors  of  tho  Compbolls  in  tho  12th  century,  but  tho  universal 
tradition  of  tho  country  that  their  old  nano  was  Mac  Eachorn  (a  MacD •  sept)  and 
that  they  woro  of  tho  some  race  with  tho  MacDonalds,  This  is  partly  confirmed 
by  their  arms  being  the  galley  of  the  Isles,  from  the  mast  of  which  hangs  a' 
shield  containing  tho  girone  of  eight  pieces,  or  and  sablo ' (yollow  &  black), 
of  tho  Campbells,  and  still  mono  by  the  manuscript  of  1450,  deducing  thorn  not 
from  tho  Campbells  but  from  a  certain  Nicol  MeMurdoeh  in  the  12th  century  (Mo 
Murdoch  -  a  clan  Ranald  Sept*)  Th at  branch  of  the  Soil  Eachorn  which  settled 
at  Craignish  in  tho  ancient  sheriffdom  of  Argyle  wore  called  tho  Clan  Dogall 
Craignish,  and  arc  said  to  havo  obtained  this  proporty  in  Crai©iish  from  tho 
brother  of  Campbell  of  Lochow,  in  the  reign  of  King  David  II.  (Mao  Arthur 
and  Lochow  woro  brothers.  According  to  Skonc,  tho  authority,  Mac  Arthur  was 
tho  loader  but  line  failed  -  so  Lochow  (Knight  of  Lochow)  became  head  of 
Argyll  family.)  -  Tartan  of  Argyll  predominantly  black  in  color,  -  Tartan  of 
Clan  Ronald  predominantly  green  in  color.  «  Both  clans  of  ccltic  origin.  The 
Duke  of  Argyll,  now  using  tartan  of  "The  Black  Watdh,"  42nd  Regt,  of  Highland¬ 
ers,  "Pipes  of  War," 


11  -  The  Mac  Donalds  (Clan  Donald,  (North  &  South)  and  Clan  Ranald,  Lord  of 
the  Isles  (31c at )  Donald  -  Mac  Donalds,  sons  of  Donald.  'Clan  Ranald  (Allan 
Mac  D.)  Clan  Ranald  of  Garmoran  (four  bronchos—  Knoydart,  Glengarry,  Mo  yd  art 
and  Morar.)  Clan  Ranalds  -  eldest  -  Knoydart  passed  to  Glengarry.  The  lineal 
male  representative  of  Clan  Ranald  ESo  Donnell  of  Glengarry  is  Aonoas  Mac 
Donnell,  now  residing  in  Russia.  ("Glengarry  Pone ib lea" -Mac  D's  in  Ontario.) 
Moydari  Clan  Ranalds  in  Nova  Scotia  from  Arisaig,  Moidart,  (Loch  Mo i dart)  and 
tho  Xslos,  Angus  R,  Mac  Donald  -  head  of  Mo  yd  art  Clan  Ranalds,  (Mac  Donald, 
Captain  of  Clan  Ranald  Mac  Donalds.)  (Scattered  far  end  wido  in  world©)  Tho 
Duko  of  Argyll  -  heads  clan  Campbell  of  Argyll,  Id out «  Colonel  John  Malcolm 
of  Poltalloch  heads  Clan  Malcolm.  -  Clan  Raonaill  -  badge  common  heath 
( "eolluna  vulgaris")  -  Motto  (above )~"My  hope  is  constant  in  thee."  Motto 
(below)  -  "Gainsay  who  dare,"  "My  hopo  is  constant  In  thco,"  remark  attributed 
to  tho  Bruco  -  addressed  to  the  Captain  of  tho  Clan  Ranalds  after  battle. 


■ 


■ 
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Maolsaaos  of  Largio  bocarao  -Mac  Calluma  and  finally  just  before  beginning  of  10th 
century  -  Maloolns.  The  Bond  of  Manront,  1592,  of  Mac Isaacs  to  Ronald  Campbell 
of  Craignish  moans  that  they  did  not  originally  belong  to  Olan  Campbell,  The 
public  records  noire  Mac  Isaacs  clansmen  of  Campbells  of  Argyll,  The  Maclsaao 
name,  as  it  is,  soemod  to  survive  much  bettor  in  Clan  Ranald  territory  than  in 
Craignish  lands.  Maclsaao,  baron  of  largio,  loaving  his  property  to  Zaccaria 
Mac  Callun-also  record^df  Kirk 'Session.  -  Porsonal  notoj  My  Nova  Scotian  pri¬ 
mogenitor,  one  Ronald  Maclsaac,  hailed  from  Moidart,  Scotland,  about  1790-uro- 
ounably  Moydart  Clan  Ranalds,  (All  N.'S.  grandmothors  wero  MacDonalds),  Many 
things  do  not  got  into  public  records,  etc.,  but  being  historically  accurate 
(at  loast^trying  to  be),  we  arc  forced  to  considor  the  Maclsnacs  as  Canpbolls 
of  Argyll,  mindful  always  that  according  to  Scotch  popular  tradition;  the 
Mac Isaacs  and  Craignish  Campbells  arc  first  and  last  of  tho  race  of  MacDonalds. 

ancrc  was  a  horeditary  clan  feud  between  the  Campbells  and  tho  MacDonalds (Mac - 
^rogor) 


12  -  Ihomas  Isaac  married  Matilda  Bruce,  the  king’s  daughter  by  his  second  mar¬ 
riage.  Dr,  Siren  contends  that  there  is  no '  connection  between  this  Isaac  and 
the  Mac  Isaacs,  He  was  not  Thomas  Maclsaac,  just  plain-Thomas  Isaac.  It  cannot 
be  proved  that  he  was  a  "Sir"  or  "of  Largic."  If  Thomas  Isaac  was  knighted,  it 

must  have  taken  place  after  his  marriage,  Thoro  is  no  record  extant  '  according 
to  Black,  * 

Tradition,  according  to  Grant,  says  that  there  is  a  connection.  John  of  Fordun, 
the  reliable  early  historian  and  chronicler,  who  records  tho  marriage  reads; 
"quidem  armlgcr  nomine  Thomac  Isaac-a  certain  esquire  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Isaac" 
married  Matilda,  the  daughter  of  Bruce,  There  were ' six  Robert  dc  Brus’  (Bruces’) 
insuccession.  The. Bruce,  King  Robert  I  of  Scotland,  ruled  the  realm  from  1306  to 
1329,  Robert  I  succeeded  by  his  son  David  II,  who  was  succeeded  by  tho  Bruce’s 
grandson,  King  Robert  II,  first  royal  Stuart, 

Mrs.  Grant  mentions  Matilda  Bruce  as  tho  daughter  of  King  Robert  tho  Bruco  by  his 
socoM  marriage  to  Elizabeth,  Tho  King’s  first  wife  was  Isabella,  daughter  of '  the 
tor.tn  a or 1  of  --or.  She  became  tho  mother  of  Marjory  Bruce,  who  married  Walter, 
tne  High  Stewart  of  Scotland,  and  so  became  tho  mother  of  Robert  II .-the  first 
of  the  royal  family  of  Stewart  or  Stuart  (House  of  England).  Robert  tho  Bruce’s 
second  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  dc  Burgh,  Earl  of  Ulster,  by  whom 
ho  had  a  sen,  David,  who  succeeded  him  and  a  daughter,  Matilda  Bruce,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Isaac,  Jocks  in  "The  Book  of  Bruce"  refers  to  the  daughter  of  Kin-'-  Robert  I 
as  Matildis-possibly  to  distinguish  hor  from  the  King’s  sister,  Matilda  Bruce. 

The  Princess  Marjory  was  her  half-sister.  King  David  II  was  hor  brother.  Other  ' 
children^ of  Rooert  I  -and  Elizabeth  Aylmer  dc  Burgh,  besides  David  II  were  Margaret, 
Matildis,  John  (  who  died  in  infancy)and  several  others. — Matildis  Maclsaac  is 
buried  with  her  father,  Robert  I,  at  Dunforlinc. 


13  "-JofeU-Of  Fordun,  early  historian,  apparently  a  priest^  attached  to  the  Cathe¬ 
dral  of  Aberdeen.  For dun  wrote  "Chronica  Gentis  Scotorun".  The  Bannatyne  (Clan 
Baimatync )  Club ,  founded  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  Edinburgh,  edited  this  Latin  his¬ 
tory.  Besides  other,  studios  of  importance  to  preserve ' authentic  history  of  Scottish 
nation;  this  Glub  edi ted-"0rigincs  Paroc hialos  Scotiac,"  a  reference  of  Dr.  Black 
m  his  notes  on  the  surname, -—Note  X  -  Dr,  Black  never  hoard  of  tho  expression, 
used  by  J.  L,  McDougall,  the  Nova  Scotian  author,  -  "the  hundred  hereditary  years 
of  Clan  Ranald."— George  Fraser  Black,  in  1S90,  was  a  staff-member  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  national  Museum  of  Antiquities  and  ho  was  associated  with  Dr,  Jos.  Anderson. 


14  ”  etc.  —Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Scotland  - 

Two  Archdioceses  of  Edinburgh  &  Glasgow.  -  Province  of  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews- 
Dioccsc  of  Argyll  end  the  Isles,  See  -  Oban  -  Bishop  Donald  Martin.  30  priests, 
12,000  Gath,  population.  -  CLERGYMEN :  -  One  Scotch  priest  listed  in,  £&tholic 
Directory  -.Father  Samuel  Mclsaac  (Archdiocese  of  Edinburgh)  Seven  or  eight  ' 
Canadian  priests,  Antigonish,  etc.  -  Four  American  priosts-Rockford,  Detroit,  etc. 


15  -  One. Maclsaac  in  "Amor.  Who’s  Who"  (1936-7)- Fred  Maclsaac,  author,  short 
story  wri ter, —Other  _U,  S.  Writers?  Isabel  Mclsaac,  nursirr  writor—Robort 
Mclsaac,  Financial  writer-nProf .  Archibald  (MacDonald)  Mclsaac  cf  Princeton  ttiiver- 
sity ,  Economic  wri  ter— Hugh  Mclsaac,  ass’t  prosecuting  attorney  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.  —Maclsan.es  found  principally  in  Boston  and  California.  Not  {--record 
of  coat  of  arms— price  $15.00  (supporters)  Campbell  of  Argyll  ("Scots  Pucrogo" 

Vol.  X )— Consult : "The  International  Horaldfcic  Institute,  Ltd.  of  London.  American 
Hd^s,  at  Charlotte,  N,  Carolina. ^-Notej— Ecclesiastical  heraldry  ("Cath.  Diction¬ 
ary  "-priest ’s  hat  (black,  two  tassels J 
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CQNCLIBIQI 

•  «.#.  *■»  **•*. 
Dr.  Black  maintains  in  hi3  notes  that  Thomas  Isaac  and  the  name  Mackossog  have 
no  connect  ion 'with  the  surname  -  Maclsanc,  Black  give3  as  a  witness  -  ’'Isaac,  '  ’ 

son  of  Thomas,  son  of  Isaac.  Mackessog  is  Gaelic  form  of  MacKossnok  (Maclsaao), 
Porsonal  opinion:  -  Thomas  Isaac  or  Thomas  Maclsanc;  origin  cf  nomo  from 
St.  Kossock  (St.  Mackossog)  of  Lugs,  Officially  the  scpi  Maclsaac  belongs  to 
tho  Clan  Campbell  of  Argyll  -  extinct  Craignish  branch.  This  would  be  confirmed 
by  the  Lord  Iyon  King  of  Arm3,  Lyon  Court  or  Office,  Edinburgh,  The  sept 
Maclsanc  belongs  in  the  second  instance  to  Clan  MaoDonald  (Ranald)  with  histor¬ 
ical  connections  v/ith  the  Clan  Bruco  (Matildio  Maclsanc),  the  MacDougall’s 
(Lords  of  Lorn),  the  Stewarts  of  Innormoath  (J'onctc  Maolsoac)  and  tho  Clan 
Malcolm  (Mac  Callums.) 

Mao Isaac  is  the  only  clan  sept  mentioned  in  Clan  history  as  Campbell  of  Craigriish. 
The  Mac  Callums  belong  to  Clan  Malcolm.  Tho  Madoancs,  who  rotainod  the  name, 
soon  to  bo  very  closoly  rclatod  to  Craignish  Campbells.  Roforcncc  is  frequently 
mado  to  Maclosaig  and  Baron  Mclghcil  in  the  book  "Houso  of  Argyll."  This  book 
was  published  in  1871  from  unpublished  records  of  the  Buko  of  Argyll  -to  honor 
him  boforo  his  marriage  to  Louise,  the  daughter  of  Victor! a  Regina.  Even  though 
there  is  little  in  tho  rocord  of  Scotland  about  the  Mad  canes,  we  too  can  fol¬ 
low  tho  advice  of  General  Sir  Douglas  Haig:"  Holdfast  to  your  traditions," 

^  -  -  — 

Corrections:  Pago  I  -  led  for  lot 

Pago  11-  calling  for  collunn 
Page  13-  Tho  Earl  of  Mar  for  Mor  ' 
yg-Sg-.-1.5:-.  John  of.  Fordun..f .or  Form. 
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APPEIiDl  X 


*The  Roal  Story  is  told  concerning  tho  Famous  "Koait  of  Robort  Bruce,” 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post:  January  25 ,  1933  - 

Sir:  In  your  editorial  in  to-day fo  issue  on  ”Tho  Heart  of  Inuis  Xj'.T'*  you  refer 
to  the"faniliar  story"  of  the  heart  of  Robert  Bruco  and  its  proposed  burial  in 
Jerusalem  f. 

May  I  bo  allovrod  to  point  out  that  this  story,  widely  believed  by  tho  groat  major¬ 
ity  of  the  Scottish  people,  is  ,fnaught  but  a  fable?”  Tho  popular  tradition  is 
that  tho  King  grieved  at "being  under  tho  bah  of  tho  Church  on  his  deathbed  express¬ 
ed  to  his  dearest  friend,  Sir  James  Douglas,  his  desire  to  have  his  heart  taken 
out  of  his  body  after  his  death  and  buried  in  the  Holy  land,  Douglas  agreed  to 
fulfill  the  King  *  s  wish  and  set  out  with  a  splendid  retinue,  carrying  the  heart 
in  a  silver  casket*  Hearing  of  wars  between  Alpho:i3o  XL  of  Castillo  and  the  !i>ors 
of  Granada,  he  turned  aside  to  take  part*  Surrounded  by  the  Saracens,  he  is  said 
to  have  thrown  the  casket  containing  the  heart  of  Bruco  into  the  midst  of  the 
enemy  with  the  cxclamtion,  ’  "Go  first,  as  thou  wort  wont  to  goi”  Douglas  was 
killed  in  the  ensuing  fight,  but  the  heart  was  recovered  by  another  knight  and 
carriod  back  to  Scotland  and  eventually  buried  in  Melrose  Abboy, 

If  this  story  were  true,  that  Douglas  was  to  carry  tho  heart  to  the  Holy  lend  for 
burial,  his  turning  aside  to  take  part  in  a  battle  in  Spain  and  throwing  the  pre¬ 
cious  casket  out  of  his  keeping  was  a  gross  breach  of  his  trust*  Tho  true  nar¬ 
rative,  however,  absolves  Douglas  from  this  charge*  In  a  commission  and  mandate 
dated  6th  Augi  1351,  by  the  Pope  John  XXII,  granted  at  tfohc  request  of  Thomas , 

Earl  of  Moray,  the  Bishop  of  Moray  was  directed  to  absolve  all  who  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  tho  removal  of  the  King*ls  heart  from  his  body  and  out  of  tho  kingdom 
from  the  excommunication  which  they  had  incurred  through  their  act.  The  mandate 
further  narrates  that  the  King  had  left  a  dying  injunction  that  his  heart  should 
be  taken  out  of  his  body  and  carried  not  to  the  Holy  land  but  to ^ the  war  against 
tho  Saracens  (in  belle  contra  Sarraconos),  and  that,  accordingly,  Sir  Janos  had 
tskon  it  into  Spain  into  tho  war  against  tho  Saracens  there  according  to  the 
Kingts  wish  (”in  Ispaniam  in  belle  contra  dictos  Sarraconos  junta  bolutaten 
ipsius  Regis”) are  the  words  in  tho  original  record*  The  mandate  is  printed  in 
full  in  Theincr1  s  1rVe tcra  Monumonta,"  published  in  Rone  in  1864  (p*251,  No#498) 
and  should  therefore  be  well  known  to  students  of  Scottish  history, 

"Correction:  »  junta  yoluntaten  for  bolutaten" @ 

Notwithstanding  this  clear  first-hand  evidence,  only  a  few  months  ago  there  was 
unveiled  in  Edinburgh  a  bronze  table  t  bearing  the  following  inscription  per¬ 
petuating  tho  popular  tradition:  ”  In  remembrance  of  tho  pious  wish  of  King 
Robert  Bruce  that  his  heart  should  be  buried  in  Jerusalem,  1329*”  The  tablet 
was  subscribed  for  by  the  citizens  of  Melrose  and  Dunfermline  (in  which  town 
Bruce  is  buried)  and  the  family  of  the  House  of  Bruce,  and  has  now  boon  placed 
in  the  newly  built  Scottish  Presbyterian  Church  of  St*  Andrew  in  Jerusalem, 

Tile  tablet  was  unveiled  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  who  claims  to  be  hoad  of  the 
family  of  Bruce  and  (without  any  clear  evidence  in^support  of  his  claim)  to  be 
descended  from  the  King# 

•vl 

Occupying  a  prominent  place  during  the  ceremony  of  the  mveiling,  the  Scottish 
newspapers  record,  was  the "sword  of  the  King*  This  sword,  one  of  the  unwieldy 
and  clumsy  two-handed  typo,  is  undoubtedly  of  German  manufacture  and  of  a  date 
about  150  years  after  the  time  of  Bruce.  It  is  about  as  authentic  a  relic  of 
tho  King  as  the  so-caHed  Brooch  of  Lorn  or  the "  battloax,  spur  and  stirrup 
preserved  in  Dun s t af f n age  Castle  in  Argyllshire* 

(Signature)  Geo#  E#  Black# 

lyndhurst,  N*J*-Jan#25,  1933# 
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